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PROFILE—GRACIE POLETTI 

     She bubbles over with enthusiasm, energy and expertise, but why would 

anyone expect anything less from Gracie Poletti, who brought with her a 

world of experience and talent when she became Carmel High’s drama 

teacher at the start of the 2016-2017 school year? 

     Ms. Poletti is now busy teaching the 34 students in her combined Drama 

1 and Drama 2 class to understand something about that world and 

appreciate what it’s all about. 

     “Life lessons abound in drama, which is why I think it is such an 

important class to offer,” Ms. Poletti says.  “In order to analyze a character, 

you must be aware of who you are.  The self-discovery in acting is an 

amazing journey, and something that I believe is useful throughout one's 

life.” 

 

     Ms. Poletti took over as drama instructor for the legendary Michael 

Jacobs, who retired at the end of the last school year after 19 years as 

Carmel High’s drama teacher.  When she heard he was stepping down, Ms. 

Poletti applied. 

     “I thought it would be really neat and I love working with kids and being 

in the theater,” she says. 

 

     Under her leadership Carmel High drama students have gotten off to an 

impressive start, recently staging The Crucible, Arthur Miller’s challenging 

examination of the Salem witch trials, which was awarded the Tony Award 

for Best Play in 1953. 

 

     “The Crucible was incredibly rewarding because I felt the students and I 

really understood each other and created a dramatic and moving piece of 

theater,” Ms. Poletti says. 

 

     The drama class also put on a Halloween Haunted House as a fund-raiser 

in the Black Box Theater at the back of the school’s Performing Arts Center. 

 

     “The kids came up with the themes for different parts of it, then designed, 

built and performed in each section,” Ms. Poletti says with pride.  “It was 

wildly popular and we hope to make it an annual event.” 

 

     Also on the class schedule are an abridged version of Dickens’ A 

Christmas Carol, the musical She Loves Me, with backing by the school 

orchestra under the direction of fellow teacher Brian Handley, and A Very 

Potter Musical, a spoof about one Harry Potter, boy wizard. 
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     As for Ms. Poletti, here is a portion of her background: 

     Professional actress in film, television and on stage, singer, stand-up 

comic, set designer, creator of a summer theater camp, member of the Off 

The Wall improvisational group in Los Angeles, and director of the Pacific 

Repertory Theatre’s School of Dramatic Arts (SODA). 

 

     She has also done voice-overs for over 1,000 films and TV shows, 

directed the after-school drama program at Junipero Serra School, offers 

private acting and singing lessons and is a member of the Screen Actors 

Guild and the American Federation of Television and Radio Artists. 

 

     Ms. Poletti, who grew up in Los Gatos, got the theater bug as a child 

when she played Bielke, the youngest daughter in Fiddler on the Roof, in a 

community production.  Several years later she was at the Los Angeles City 

College Theater Academy, and she then spent 22 years in Hollywood, where 

she developed her diverse skills. 

 

     A combined drama class that includes nearly three dozen students is a 

handful, so imagine what Ms. Poletti could do if there were two separate 

drama classes. 

 

     “Nonetheless, I’m loving it,” she says. 

 

     If you attend stage productions locally, you have doubtlessly seen Ms. 

Poletti. 

 

      She had the lead in the Pacific Repertory Theatre’s productions of Hello, 

Broadway and Forbidden Broadway and has also been in Legally Blond, 

Hairspray and two productions of Peter Pan at PacRep.  At Monterey 

Peninsula College, Ms. Poletti was Fanny Brice in Funny Girl, and she has 

starred in numerous other productions, such as Anna in The King and I, 

Maria in The Sound of Music and Fiona in Brigadoon, all three put on by the 

Forest Theater Guild. 

 

     There is more to drama than having a good time, she notes. 

     “Some students are taking Drama because it sounds ‘fun.’ ” she says.  “I 

want them to have fun!  But fun, to me, is working hard and being the best 

you can be in whatever you are attempting to do, even if it is just a hobby.  

Not the best in the world, but the best you.” 

. . . Lewis Leader 

 

 


